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The Newsletter 
President’s Report 

It seems unbelievable, but I am writing this mid 
December 2014.  This is due to the fact that even 
though your Air Mail News is published quarterly, the 
editor must start to get the next issue together, well 
beforehand. 

Thankfully our Editor pulled together the 
November issue, in spite of  his health problems.  We 
are extremely appreciative of  his achievement. BUT  
we still have to continue seeking a replacement. 

So, this is my final plea for a United Kingdom 
based volunteer(s) to edit our magazine.  No - I'm not 
retiring, yet; although some higher authority may have 
other ideas.  It's because there won't be a magazine to 
write a column to! Your “Air Mail News” is the only 
contact some of  our members have with the Society.  
Without it, they would be out, alone, in the wilder-
ness.  It is the bond that holds our common interest 
together. If  necessary, we can revert to the "old fash-
ioned" layout of  “cut & paste”. Instead of  the mod-
ern(?) IT technology that is currently used.  Anything 
that will make someone come forward. 

We did have a brave heart volunteer offer their 
services, but they resided in the United States of  
America. The Committee considered the situation and 
came to the conclusion that there would logistical 
problems with communication.  This I have conveyed 
in detail to that volunteer, and our findings have been 
concurred. 

If  there exists a personality problem that maybe 
preventing you from applying;  I ask you now to lay 
aside those problems, for the common good of  our 
Society.  I am also fully aware of  the mature (I refuse 
to use the alternative three letter word) situation of  
the majority of  our membership. I fall well into the 
top end of  that category.  I have the interest of  
BAMS and, indeed, philately as a whole, at heart, 

that's what spurs me on. Please, please, give it some 
serious thought, I'm sure knowledgeable members of  
our “team” will help you out, if  needs be. 

Competitions: We did not have any entries for 
the “Air Mail Trophy” in 2014.  This competition is 
open to any member who has not won this, or the 
“Wotherspoon Cup” before.  A sort of  jumping off  
point, for any future “Wotherspoon Cup” competition.  
A wrong phrase I know, a sort of  "novices trophy" (at 
a high level of  course). I hope to see some entries this 
year. Time enough to put something together, before 
the grass starts growing. 

As Advertising & Publicity Manager, would all 
recipients of  National or International philatelic show 
awards, please advise me. Your achievements should 
be recorded in our journal. I do not see every Show 
awards listing, so I need to be advised.  I apologise for 
missing out anyone in the Nationals or Internationals 
of  2014. 

A word or two on advertising.  Those of  you 
that get invited to display your “Gems” at local phila-
telic societies etc., don't forget to push BAMS.  We 
need new members, or even the return of  old ones.  I 
know if  it is a BAMS Regional Group, you will be 
talking to the converted.  But there are other times.  
Even if  you do not belong to your local P.S. Society, 
why not make their programme secretary aware of  
your presence, and that you would be willing to give a 
display.  May I suggest you download a few applica-
tion forms from our Web Site, to take along.  Or even 
tell them of  our web site's existence. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

From the Editor 

I make no apologies for the shortfall in content, 
there is just not enough material to fill an additional 
eight pages to bring the count up to the normal 40 

pages excluding the centrespread and cover pages. 
Nevertheless, I feel what has been included makes for 
a worthwhile issue. No doubt members will recognise 
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the names of  many of  the contributors. To them my 
gratitude for making this issue possible. In particular I 
would like to say a special thank you to Julian van 
Beveren for his willingness in sharing his father’s 
wartime experiences as retold in ‘The Orange Hotel’. 
I found it a very moving piece of  writing. The risks 
the citizens of  the occupied countries took to escape 
to join their armed forces here in Britain are quite 
unbelievable. I would also like to extend my thanks to 
the two new members who so generously responded 
to my plea for material in the November issue of  Air 
Mail News. There brief  articles show it is not neces-
sary to perform miracles of  literature to make a con-
tribution. Thank you Gilbert and Colin. You will also 
notice for the first time whilst I have been editor there 
are no Questions or Answers. Do you know it all? or 
is it a matter of  not having the answers? This is an 
important section of  the journal. It is a bit of  a ‘Catch 
22’ situation. If  you don’t pose the questions there 
will be no answers, but if  you pose the questions and 
don’t get an answer then the system breaks down. I 
feel the problem is mainly due to the latter. So keep 
the questions coming and those in the know please 
provide the answers. 

It would be very remiss of  me if  I did not ex-
press my gratitude to all those members who have 
sent me Get Well cards, and other messages of  sym-
phathy. On the whole recovery has been satisfactory, 
particularly when I look back to thee moths ago when 
this all started. A very big thank you. 

Let me draw your attention to the two major 
events in our calendar for 2015. Firstly the return visit 
to France at the kind invitation by the President and 
members of  the Cercle Aerophilatelic Francaise. At 
present Josh has but three participants (I understand 
the count has increased to five), give him your sup-
port, he is going to a lot of  trouble to make this a 
successful occasion. Secondly, it is our turn to host 
the Pillage Trophy. We and the American Air Mail 
Society have our teams in place, both of  which have a 
strong international flavour. Please make every effort 
to come along to the Royal. (for times and dates see 
the Event pages below.) 

May I make a strong plea for your continued 
support in submitting material for the Air Mail News. 
Without a journal I feel the British Air Mail Society 
will cease to exist. For many members it is their only 
contact with the membership at large. Would you con-
tinue to pay membership dues if  there was no Air 
Mail News? As long as I am editor I can assure you 
there will be a journal every quarter, even if  it relies 
on the very few who are so generous with there time, 
or reprints from the past. Remember when a succes-
sor is found as editor, he or she is going to need ma-
terial, without which the job becomes very stressful. 

PLEASE I IMPLORE YOU KEEP YOUR 
CONTRIBUTIONS COMING FOR 

THE SAKE OF BAMS. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Society News 

I am sure you will join with me in congratulating three members who have received prestigious awards for their 
outstanding services to aerophilately. 

Firstly, Richard Beith, who towards the end of  last year received notification that he had been elected a fel-
low of  the Royal Philatelic Society of  London. Although reasons for election are never divulged, in Richard’s case 
it must have been in part at least a result of  his many publications, not least his paper published in the London Phi-
latelist, entitled ‘Postcards to Czechoslovakia from Bohemian Musicians’ in February 2014. 

Secondly, Kendall Sanford is very well known to most of  the active members of  American Air Mail Society 
(AAMS). He has served AAMS for many years as an officer (including president 1986-1987), director, FISA repre-
sentative and convention coordinator. 

Ken's aerophilatelic specialties are the crash mails of  Pan American Airways and Imperial Airways. Author 
of  book — Air Crash Mail of Imperial Airways and Predecessor Airlines — published in 2003. He has con-
tributed extensively to the Interrupted Flights Section of  the American Air Mail Catalogue and has written nu-
merous articles for the Airpost Journal and other philatelic publications. 

Thirdly, John Wilson John Wilson has researched and studied the postal history and airmail of  west Africa 
and the trans-Atlantic for more than 50 years, most recently focusing on the wartime routes of  BOAC and PAA. 
He is a Life Fellow of  the Society of  Postal Historians and member of  numerous philatelic specialty groups. 

John's research is highly regarded as thorough and, as it is based primarily on original resource documents, 
reliable. He has written monographs and his articles have been published in several philatelic journals, primarily in 
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Cameo, the journal of  the West Africa Study Circle. His guiding principle is that research results should be pub-
lished and made freely available to others. 

Ken and John were both elected to the American Air Mail Society’s Aerophilatelic Hall of  Fame. 

With permission: Air Post Journal, November 2015 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Notices 

FISA Congress Planned for May in London 

The 47th Federation International Societies Aerophilatelic / - Astrophilatelic Congress (FISA.) takes place Tuesday, May 12, 
2015, one day ahead of  the opening of  LONDON 2015 EUROPHILEX. The congress takes place from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
with the Protocol at 2 p.m. The Royal Philatelic Society, London, is the site of  the event. 
The whole day will be devoted exclusively to aerophilately. A highlight is the awarding of  the Pillage Trophy. The Pillage Tro-
phy is awarded biannually as the result of  a competition between host British Air Mail Society (B.A.M.S.) and American Air 
Mail Society. Teams of  five compete with single-frame exhibits. 
Delegates from 28 major aero- and astrophilatelic societies from around the world are expected to attend. F.I.S.A was created 
to separate aerophilately and astrophilately from basic Postal History in the competitive class arena; a task which it has suc-
cessfully achieved. Aerophilately and astrophilately are recognized in their own class internationally. 

With permission: Air Post Journal, January 2015 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Events Diary 

For those members who like to plan ahead, perhaps to arrange travel plans or prepare exhibits, the following are a 
selection of  events for the coming months and years.

Regional Meetings  

2015
London & Home Counties Group 

29th March. Rayleigh Stamp Day, details TBA.                          

Midlands Group  

Sunday 12th April 2015. Conkers, National Forest Centre, Moira. There will be two half-length displays: 
'British Airmails with George V Seahorses Stamps'  by Mike Kentzer, and ’British 
Commonwealth Pacific Airlines' by Laurence Kimpton. 

 Contact Laurence Kimpton, 01564 771851, l.j.kimpton@macunlimited.net, if  you 
wish to attend. 

North West Group 

22nd February: At Ann Astley's 11 Town Green Lane Aughton L39 6SE 
 3 sheet and 1 sheet competitions in the morning and members displays in the after-

noon (max 30 sheets). Anyone wishing to attend should let me know on 0151 733 
1291 or by email at dunccrew@aol.com so catering can be arranged

South Coast Group 

Saturday 28th March John Bushell will be showing airmails of  Chile           
 together with                                           
 Michael Berry's French Balloon Monte.                                           
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 Note: I am trying to bring this forward by a week but will let you know, check with me                                           
 before travelling.                                           
Sunday 12th to 15th April Return trip to France by the whole of  the British Air Mail Society   
Further dates to be announced by Ian Nutley on Saturday 26th September "Flying Down to Rio"

British Air Mail Society 
2015 
12th May: Pillage Trophy and FISA Congress, Royal Philatelic Society, London 
6th June: AGM, Royal Philatelic Society, London.Wotherspoon Cup & Air Mail Trophy compe-

titions.
13th - 15th April Joint meeting with the Cércle Aerophilatelique Française in Ver-sur-Mere, 

Normandy.
7th November: Christmas meeting, Royal Philatelic Society commencing at 1000 hours. 

2016 
4th June: AGM, Royal Philatelic Society, London 
3rd December: Christmas meeting, Royal Philatelic Society commencing at 1000 hours. 

Other 
2015 
22nd – 25th February: Spring Stampex. Limited exhibition 200 Frames 

Diamond Jubilee of  the Great Britain Philatelic Society 
20th March: Colchester Philatelic Society. Presentation by Bill Trower. Subject: Flightpath Atlantic. 

Wilson Marriage Centre, Barrack St., Colchester, CO1 2LR. 7.00 pm - 9.30pm 
13th – 16th May: FIP and FEPA. London 
13th – 16th May: Europhilex: Business Design Centre, Islington, London, N1 
TBD Autumn Stampex. Full National Exhibition. With all classes 

Anniversary of  GB Overprints Society; 45 Years 
2016 
TBD Spring Stampex. Full National Exhibition. With all classes 
28th May – 4th June: World Stamp Show. Javits Convention Center, New York City, NY, USA 
TBD: Autumn Stampex. Full National Exhibition 

King George VI Collectors Society. www.kg6.info 

Details of  Asian and Australasian philatelic events can be found at: Federation of  Inter–Asian Philately, <http://
www.asiaphilately.com/Calendar.html> 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Regional Reports 

The Midland Regional Group 

The Autumn meeting held at Conkers, Moira on Sunday, 19th October 2014 attracted an attendance of  17. In the 
morning session, after a bourse, the single-sheet competition was won by Mike Stephenson with his entry of  a 
cover flown in December 1934 from Port Moresby to Cairns by Lord Semple (an infamous aristocrat who sup-
plied the Japanese with information in the early years of  World War Two). The nine sheet entry was won by Terry 
Hare-Walker with his entry of  the 1911 South Africa Aerial Post. 
After lunch, the main display was ‘Falkland Islands Airmails’ by Dave Mountfort. The display included external 
airmails from the 1940s onwards. With the exception of  covers flown on the Aquila Airways survey flight from 
Southampton to Port Stanley and back in April 1952, until the 1970s airmails from the Falklands began their air 
journey at Montevideo in Uruguay. Covers were then shown to illustrate the development of  services between the 
Falklands and Argentina in the 1970s, followed by covers and airletters from the time of  the Falkland Islands War 
in 1982. The external airmails concluded with mail flown on the RAF service linking the Falklands, from the new 
Mount Pleasant airport, with the United Kingdom via Ascension Island. The internal airmail service operated by 
FIGAS (Falkland Islands Government Air Service) was described and illustrated with covers, many items of  eph-
emera and photographs taken by Dave on his visit to the Falkland Islands. Mike Stephenson concluded the day 
with a vote of  thanks for Dave’s excellent display.  

Laurence Kimpton 
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The South Coast Regional Group 

On a lovely autumn day in November, the 18th to be precise, the star of  the Group’s meeting arrived at Worthing 
in the form of  our president Bill Trower. He was warmly welcomed and on this afternoon he showed us 
“Flightpath Pacific”. 

Bill is more than qualified to display and talk on this subject, having received numerous awards with this 
display. During the afternoon, Bill showed us mail focusing on Pan American Airways Trans-Pacific routes, FAM 
14, how it evolved from the initial survey flights, into a fully commercial trans–Pacific network of  routes, with and 
extensions to Macao, Hong Kong and Singapore (including the involvement of  China National Airways 
Corporation (CNAC)). From late 1935, mail was shown from intermediate stages across the Pacific Islands- 
eventually leading to the flights of  2,400 miles from the US continent to Hawaii. He also displayed Pan American 
mail between Manila and Hong Kong (1937) thereby, as Bill explained, ushering in the era of  truly global 
international aviation.  
A fantastic afternoon was had by all and this was shown by a the fulsome vote of  thanks by Colin Spong to round 
off  the afternoon.  

Josh Spoor 
❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Literature Reviews 

A PASSION FOR FLIGHT: NEW ZEALAND AVIATION BEFORE THE GREAT WAR 
VOLUME THREE: THE JOE HAMMMOND STORY AND MILITARY BEGINNINGS 

1910-1914 

Errol W Martyn 

Reviewed by Alan Tunnicliffe 

This is the final volume in the trilogy about NZ aviation from 1868 to the start 
of  World War One in 1914. The author is well-known for his aviation historical 
publications, especially his earlier trilogy For Your Tomorrow, a record of  all New 
Zealanders who died while serving with the RNZAF in war and peace.  He is 
also the author of  the 2010 publication Swift to the Sky: New Zealand’s Military 
Aviation History, a more general work in one volume. 
This present book has 208 pages and is well illustrated with 130 photos of  air-
craft and of  the people involved in the story of  this period of  the country’s avia-
tion history: inventors, pilots and others.  In writing about these people the au-
thor provides many biographical details. The detailed index includes about 500 
names of  people and 150 places.  
The “Notes” section at the back has no less than 540 references that can be fol-
lowed by anyone wanting to view the original sources. 
The author’s next book will be about the New Zealanders who took part in the 

air in the First World War and in Russia 1914-1919.   
Recommended for inclusion in your personal library along with his other books. 
Published by Volplane Press, 2013. Available from Nationwide Book Distributors, PO Box 65, Oxford 7448, 

New Zealand.  www.nationwidebooks.co.nz   books@nationwidebooks.co.nz 
❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Every Stamp Tells a Story: The National Philatelic Collection 

Cheryl R. Ganz and M. T. Sheahan 
Note: This is the press release that was enclosed within the review copy re-
ceived gratis from Smithsonia Books. The book will shortly be forwarded to 
our Librarian. Ed. 

!                                                                                                                                                                             v
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Every stamp and piece of  mail tells a story. The images on stamps have honored many different figures, events, and places 
throughout history, and these images can often inform us about the stamps’ historical context. Many early American stamps 
featured founding fathers, presidents, and other statesmen; in the twentieth century, propaganda, war events, and other histor-
ical topics were popular; and today the subjects of  stamps run the gamut from popular culture to American diversity and 
from holidays to historic achievements. We are reminded, in looking at the history of  stamps, of  our own history. Stamps can 
commemorate the issues and topics important to their era. They can draw attention to pressing social issues. They can even 
provide clues about their production and usage, which allows us to track innovations in design and communication technolo-
gies. 

Every Stamp Tells a Story: The National Philatelic Collection is a richly illustrated book showcasing 
stamps from the William H. Gross Stamp Gallery, which opened at the Smithsonian Na-
tional Postal Museum in September 2013. The William H. Gross Stamp Gallery is the 
world's largest stamp gallery. Curator emerita Cheryl R. Ganz, along with many other con-
tributors, guides readers through some of  its nearly 20,000 objects which together illustrate 
the history of  our nation's postal operations and postage stamps. This history is one woven 
with tales of  politics, technology, biography, genealogy, and economics, so it is also a histo-
ry of  the American experience. Every Stamp Tells a Story is sure to delight stamp collectors 
and art and culture enthusiasts alike. 
About the authors: CHERYL R. GANZ is Curator Emerita of  Philately of  the Smithsonian 
Institution, National Postal Museum. Ganz is the author of  The 1933 Chicago World's Fair: A 
Century of  Progress, which earned the Smithsonian Secretary's Research Prize in 2011. M. T. 
SHEAHAN is a script writer and editor for the Smithsonian National Postal Museum ex-

hibits and website. She has worked on many exhibitions, including Collecting History: 125 Years 
of  the National Philatelic Collection and The National Stamp Collection. 
About the book: Every Stamp Tells a Story (2014), Cheryl R. Ganz and M. T. Sheahan, ISBN: 978-1-935623-42-7, Smithsonian 
Books, Price: $29.95. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Additions to the Library  December 2014 

Books etc 
Baldwin, N C   Heliposts, Richard A Field, Bromley, n.d. 
Bot, Jacques  "Southern Cross" & "Faith in Australia", Jaarboek Aerofil 2007 
Field, John C W   Covers of  the Royal Air Force, n.p., n.d 
Scottish Postal History Society   The Lerwick Air Service: copies of  papers relating to, ex Aberdeen Head Post 
Office 
Wilson, John   Imperial Censorship operations in the Gambia in 1942, The Civil Censorship Study Group, 
Wiveliscombe 2014 
Catalogues 
Davis, Graham   British Caledonian Airways, Catalogue of  Flown Covers, Aviation Philatelic Promotions, Cran-
brook, n.d.,  together with British Caledonian Airways Route Maps 
Periodicals  
CDs  
File AVIA 2/2385, Boeing 314A for BOAC, scanned by John Wilson from original in The National      Archives 
DVDs 
Berlin, Dr Steve   The Devil's Mail, August 2014 
Exhibition Catalogues 
Aerofila 67, Budapest  Handbook 1 
Japan World Stamp Exhibition 2001 
Auction Catalogues (* = with prices realised) 
Harmers, 22.19.02: The Gűnther Heyd Disaster Mail Collection 
Spink, 15.3.12: Italian Flights 1910-1927, the Fiorenzo Longhi Collection 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 
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Peter, our Auctioneer asked me to remind you 
all that the next Auction is the all important live 
event held in the morning prior to the AGM, and 
he asks will you help to make it a bumper one. 

Please forward your lots at the earliest op-
portunity, and make it one to remember.
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Imperial Airways pilot refuses to accept the mail 

Figure 1 
 

Figure 2 
 

Figure 3 (Wien: Vienna) 



 



Do–X postage stamp issues from across the world 
(courtesy Julian van Beveren)

Translation: In many 
countries, the histori-
cal Do–X aircraft has 
a l w a y s b e e n a 
favourite, sufficient 
reason for these 
colourful stamps 
(Ed).
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The Journal 
Letters Aerophilatelic 

From: Richard Beith, dated 7th December 2014. 
Dear John 
Two tiny comments on the November issue for the next editor's pile! 
Page 1:        Letter from Ken Lawrence. There is a slight error in the opening paragraph. Surface letters through a 
US APO were only postage-free if  addressed to the the USA. Mail to any other destination, such as the UK, had 
to be franked at the standard US overseas letter rate of  5 cents. 
Page 10:        John Crowe's Figures 4 and 5 look suspiciously like F J Field covers, especially for Figure 5. That 
must FJF's typewriter in use! 
Very best wishes 
Richard 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

The Quarterly Cover 

Brooklyn New York to Palembang, Sumatra, Dutch East Indies 

John C Symons 

In the aftermath of the Second World War it took time for the airlines to restore services to a pattern similar to those operating 
prior to the commencement of hostilities in 1939. Many routes continued to be operated by military or government controlled 
operators. This cover featured on the cover of this quarter’s journal is one such example. It was posted in Brooklyn, NY on 
27th May 1946, and destined for Palembang, Sumatra, Dutch East Indies, where it arrived on 6th June 1946. 

The postage paid, 70¢ per ½ ounce was the correct amount, and introduced on 21st April 1937. 
This cover was almost certainly flown across the North Atlantic to London, and on to Amsterdam in all likelihood on the 

night ferry from Harwich to the Hoek van Holland as air transport was at a premium at this time. From there it was flown by 
Netherlands Government Air Transport (NGAT)/KLM as it was then called on one of their Douglas C-54 Skymaster aircraft. 
The cover is also interesting in that it would have been carried on the last flight (Flight No. 97) to the Dutch East Indies before 
the outbound flight’s landings changed. Prior to that flight the route was Amsterdam, Naples, Cairo, Basra, Karachi, Allahabad-
Rangoon, and Batavia. Thereafter until Flight 150 on the 3rd September, Calcutta was substituted for Allahabad and Rangoon 
overflown, with landings at Bangkok and Singapore. From Flight 150 onward, the route altered slightly again with Rome being 
substituted for Naples. 

Following arrival in Batavia on 4th June 1946 having left Schipol on Saturday 1st June, and sorting in Batavia for onward 
carriage by air to Palembang on Sumatra the cover would have been flown with the 19th Air Transport Squadron to Sumatra. 
Similarly, it is likely the same military aircraft from the 19th Air Transport Squadron would have forwarded the cover to Singa-
pore. 

As to the various abbreviations: AMACAB stands for the Allied Military Administration Civil Affairs Branch which by 
June 1947 had become a wholly civilian manned organisation replacing the former military establishment. N.K.P.M. stands for 
Nederlansche Koninklijke Petroleum Maatschappij, (Royal Dutch Petroleum Company), whilst S.V.O.C is an abbreviation for 
the American company Standard Vacuum Oil Company which later became absorbed into the Mobil Company, today Exxon 
Mobil. 

My thanks to Julian van Beveren for his invaluable assistance in deciphering the routing and carriers involved in the 
movements of this cover. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 
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Primary Source 

Imperial Airways pilot refuses to accept the mail 

Peter Wingent 

On 31st January 1933, the Secretary General of  the G.P.O., London received a letter from D. Roumeliotis, of  the Greek 
Post Office.  The letterhead and first lines are shown in fig.1 (see centre pages for figures).  It was written in French: the 
official language of  the U.P.U. 

A translation of  the letter reads, “I have the honour to inform you that the air despatch listed on the Waybills attached containing air 
mail originating from my country and Germany and Austria was not accepted on board the Imperial Airways aircraft which left Athens for South 
Africa on the 22nd of  this month. 

In consequence the mail in question will be delayed a whole week given that the air despatches in question will not be able to be re-sent ex-
cept by the aforesaid company’s ‘plane next Saturday, 28th of  this month. 

I would be grateful if  you would take measures urgently to avoid repetition of  this occurrence and at the same time to clarify if  the pilot’s 
refusal to take on board the mail was completely justified given that my administration considers that the mail in question, weighing a total of  12 
kg., could have been taken on board without jeopardising the aircraft’s safety.” 

The day after receiving the letter from Athens, the G.P.O. received a telegram from Berlin, the upper portion of  
which is shown in fig. 2. 

The translation reads, “According to information received from Greek administration aeroplane pilot of  England South Africa Line 
refused acceptance on 22nd January of  air mail despatches in Athens on account of  overloading of  aeroplane.  Despatch did not take place until 
one week later.  Despatches, which contained also packets from Germany, weighed only 12.4 kg.  Request telegraphic reply whether taking over of  
mails in Athens is guaranteed in future or whether it is recommended that German mail be conveyed to the aeroplanes exclusively at Brindisi.” 

The top and bottom of  one of  the two Waybills forwarded by the Athens P.O. is shown in fig.3.  Most importantly, 
the manuscript note at the bottom reads, “Certified that Imperial Airways have been unable to accommodate the above  22/1/33.   V. 
Gorry Wilson  Capt. of  Satyrus.”"  The same note was written on the other Waybill. 

On 2nd February J.F. Greenwood of  the G.P.O. wrote to Dennis Handover, Traffic Manager of  Imperial Airways, 
enclosing copies of  the Greek letter and German telegram, asking for an explanation as to why the pilot refused to accept 
the mail at Athens. 

C.A. Barnard (for the Traffic Manager) replied on 23rd February as follows: “It appears that the blame must be attached to 
our Agent in Athens.  The flying boat was due to leave Athens for Alexandria on the 21st January and the start was actually made, but owing to 
adverse weather conditions the pilot was obliged to return. 

On the following morning, at the last minute before departure, our Agent attempted to hand a bag of  mail to the Pilot, just as he was 
going on board the Flying Boat.  This bag of  mail was supplementary despatch containing  presumably the mail from Germany detailed in the 
report from the German Post Office, and had been in the possession of  our Agent for some considerable time before the time the service was due to 
leave. 

It is not clear from the details I have whether the supplementary mail had been made up owing to the late arrival of  the mails from Ger-
many. 

In order not to imperil the punctuality of  the service (the weather forecast indicated strong head winds) and as the Flying Boat was carrying 
sufficient petrol to cover all contingencies, the Pilot did not consider it desirable to delay the service or to incur any risks by the removal of  freight or 
petrol, and consequently the mail was refused.  Incidentally, the Flying Boat reached Alexandria just 65 minutes before sunset, with a petrol supply 
sufficient for only 40 minutes duration remaining. 

Needless to say the Agent in question has been dismissed.” 

The service to which this correspondence refers is Imperial Airways African service AS99, which departed Croydon 
on 18th January 1933.  After being delayed at Athens, it ran one day late until it made up lost time on the Nairobi – Johan-
nesburg section by making a single nightstop at Mpika, instead of  those scheduled at Mbeya and Salisbury.  

The pilot of  Satyrus, Capt. Vernon Gorry Wilson joined Imperial Airways in 1930 at the age of  28.  He was the pilot 
of  the City of  Khartoum when she crashed whilst attempting to land at Alexandria in December 1935. 

I would love to be able to illustrate a cover from either Germany, Austria or Greece which was refused by Capt. 
Wilson but I do not possess one!  With such a small amount of  commercial mail involved, such items must be very scarce, 
if  not rare. 

Reference: The documents quoted here come from POST 33 files held at the British Postal Museum & Archive, 
London.  I obtained them many years ago and I am afraid I did not make a note of  the exact file numbers, for which I apo-
logise.  

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈  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Adema K & Beveren van J, The Orange Hotel 

The Orange Hotel 
Kees Adema RDP FRPSL and Julian van Beveren 

Oranje Hotel would seem to be a strange name for a jail. From 1919 the Scheveningen penitentiary served as a temporary 
residence for minor criminals but that changed drastically in 1940. Immediately after the Dutch surrender on 15th May 
1940, the Germans started using the facility to house and interrogate resistance fighters and political prisoners. Within 
months communists and Jewish prisoners were being tortured and murdered. Jewish internees were also assembled here for 
transport to the east. The jail acquired the name Oranje Hotel predicated because of  the inmates' allegiance to the House 
of  Orange, the Dutch royal family, which had made a last-minute escape to England. During the war years some 28,000 
Dutchmen were ‘hotel guests’. Many never checked out, about which more later. 

  
Figure 1. Oranje Hotel. Figure 2. Letter dated 18th September 1941 from an in-

mate to his family, posted two days later. Exempt from 
postage in accordance with act IV C. 

The author recently acquired the postcard in Figure 1 and the cover in Figure 2 sent by an inmate of  the Scheveningen 
prison to his family in nearby Rijswijk, just outside The Hague. It was a pleasant surprise when the original letter was found 
inside as it added a different dimension. The letter was written on 18th September 1941, and mailed two days later from 
The Hague, about three miles from the prison. 

Inmate van Beveren was kept in Cell No. 557 in the D-Block and he writes that he is not being mistreated (Figure 3). It 
stands in stark contrast with prisoners who were kept in Cell No. 601 (Figure 4). The death cell, as it was called, was the final 
stop for those facing execution in the dunes of  nearby Waalsdorpervlakte. It has been preserved in its original state includ-
ing the writings on the wall, final thoughts of  the condemned. 

  
Figure 3. Cell D/557. German Police Prison. 

Inmates could correspond with the outside world using the official forms issued by the prison. They were exempt 
from paying postage (see Figure 2) but “Unfranked letters to prisoners will not be accepted, money can be sent by postal 
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money order.” Van Beveren is in the dark about the reason for his arrest: “I am here already for 3 weeks without having 
been interrogated and normally that takes place after a few days. Why I am being kept is unclear to me. I never had the 
slightest idea that I would land in this place, not even when I was taken to the office here. It only dawned on me when the 
cell door closed behind me.” He remains hopeful to be released soon. 

  
Figure 4. Cell 601. 

This is where the story could have ended when it dawned on me that the jailed Frans van Beveren might well be the 
well-known philatelist  by that name who died in 2002. His son Julian, who lives in England, confirmed that this was indeed 
the case. More than that, he too is a philatelist with many postal historical articles to his credit and enthusiastically offered 
his cooperation. 

After the war Frans wrote an account of  his years as a midshipman (1938 to 1943) which was later translated by Julian  
who added additional information. We decided to make the article into a joint project, adding data and letters from the 
book to my initial article. 

  

Frans and other cadets would regularly meet and socialise in their The Hague watering hole. The friends were soon sus-
pected of knowing the whereabouts of some former classmates who were being sought by the Germans and he and another 
midshipman were arrested on 30th August 1941 and thrown into the infamous jail. The Germans played psychological games  
during interrogations to see if  their stories checked out but the cadets had thought of  this beforehand and gave the same 
replies under questioning, that is, that the group met only to socialise and had no political or military ambitions. 

Figure 5. Top part of  the form letter with censor marking 142/2. In letters 
to prisoners the name has to be mentioned in the letter.

!                                                                                                                                                                              4



February 2015                                 Air Mail News                                                                      Vol 56. No 228

  

Figure 6. Midshipman Frans van Beveren Figure 7. One of  van Beveren's books                                    

Figure 8. Envelope posted on 9th October 1941. 
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A second letter from van Beveren to his parents is dated 9th October 1941 (Figures 8 and 9). This letter too is un-
franked as only mail to the prison had to be franked with the domestic postal rate of  7½ cents. Unfranked mail to prisoners 
was not accepted. The 22-year-old is still in jail and did not get the early release he had hoped for. By now he has been in 
custody for 42 days since his arrest on 30th August. What happened to him subsequently? He died in 2002, so we know he 
survived the war. 

  
When Frans was eventually released on 12th December 1941 it had become obvious that as a trainee naval officer he 

would be kept under continuous surveillance and he and two fellow cadets made up their mind to escape and try to reach 
England. This was not a decision to be taken lightly. Being caught could mean the death sentence by firing squad as indeed 
was to be the fate of  three classmates who were caught in France. Their last letters home, written about one hour before 
the sentences were carried out, are very difficult to read.  

On 15th January 1942, Frans and two fellow cadets including his future brother-in-law Frits Spook started their escape 
from occupied Holland. Helped by friends and the resistance their route went via Belgium and France to Switzerland which 
they were able to reach in six days. Several close calls included one at the French-Swiss border where they realised that the 

planned route across had been compromised and that their contact was in fact a Gestapo agent. A timely escape and a 
footpath through a ravine got them into Switzerland. A flight out to the UK was not an option as Swissair only flew from 
Frankfurt. Neutral Portugal could only be reached via Vichy France and Franco's Spain. Without passports and valid visas 
there was no way to leave Switzerland, let alone reach Spain or Portugal and this would take until November 1942. Spain 

could also refuse entry if  one was under thirty years of  age and subject to conscription in the home country. With the help 

Figure 9. Heading of  the second letter; this time censor marking in red crayon. 

Figure 10. Letter dated 26th November 1941, to Frans from his twin sister 
Henny. Found by him in a dealer's stock 50 years later! Correctly franked 

with the domestic letter rate of  7½ cents.
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of  the Dutch consulate Frans' year of  birth was made into 1911 instead of  1919 and via a forger the French visa magically 
acquired the signature of  the Commis de Chancellerie. Frans and a few others made it out of  Switzerland just in time be-
cause the Swiss border was closed on 10th November following the allied landings in North Africa and the Germans' oc-
cupation of  Vichy France. The next stages of  the trip included many more close calls: by train through occupied France, 

across the Pyrenees to Barcelona, Madrid, Bilbao and then Lisbon where Frans managed to book passage on a ship bound 
for Rio de Janeiro that was scheduled to make a stop at Dutch Curacao. With new visas he then travelled from Curacao 

through the USA to Guelph in Canada where the Dutch had a Transit Army Training Camp.

  

  
In his haste to get to the U.K. Frans accepted the offer of  free passage from the Norwegian captain on an old tanker and 
already had his luggage aboard when the military police had a different idea and took him off  the ship in New York. It was 
torpedoed and never heard from again, taking Frans’ luggage with it. He eventually caught the second crossing of  the Queen 
Elizabeth which had been converted to a troop ship and was finally able to report to the Dutch Naval Headquarters in 
March 1943, 14 months after his escape from Holland. Other fellow cadets were not as lucky. Many died at sea or in camps. 

Figure 11. Letter in Dutch to Frans in Switzerland from his elder sister Mien in Eng-
land. Correspondence with neutral Switzerland was permitted only in German, 
French and Italian thus the letter was returned by the censor. Found by Frans in an 
Italian dealer's box at a London stamp show in 1993! 

Figure 12. Passport showing 1911 as year of  birth. Figure 13. French visa with forged signature.
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On 20th January 1943, while Frans was in Curacao, a former classmate sent a card to Frans' parents from Stalag 371 where 
he was now a POW (Figure 14). A vivid illustration of  the times. What happened to some of  Frans van Beveren's fellow 
escapees? One who had not had his birth year changed was caught at the Spanish border, arrested and returned to Switzer-
land. Frits Spook managed to book a flight on the KLM plane Ibis from Lisbon to Bristol, UK, arranged for him through 

 

  
the Dutch consulate only to be told 
he would have to catch a later plane 
because his seat would be taken by a 
VIP who turned out to be Leslie 
Howard of  Gone with the Wind fame. 
The plane with Howard on board 
was shot down by eight Luftwaffe 
German Junkers Ju88s over the Bay 
of  Biscay with the loss of  all aboard 
(Figure 15). One theory for the 
downing of  the unarmed plane had 
it that German agents in Lisbon 
reported that Winston Churchill 
was on the flight. At the time 
Churchill was attending a confer-
ence in Algiers but Howard was 
accompanied by his agent Chenhalls 
who was heavy set, wore a bowler 
hat and smoked large cigars. 
Churchill flew back from Gibraltar 
five days later.  

Figure 14. Letter to Frans van Beveren's parents from one of  a former classmate in-
terned in Stalag 371. 
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Epilogue 

In total 713 men and 21 women 
did not survive their stay in the 
Oranje Hotel; 215 of them were 
condemned to death and taken by 
truck to the Waalsdorpervlakte in 
the dunes outside The Hague to face 
the firing squad. 

And yet. And yet. Some of  
those who lost their lives have grad-
ually assumed an almost mythical 
importance because of  a poem. A 
poem by a young Dutchman about 
18 Oranje Hotel inmates who, hav-
ing spent their last night together in 
Cellblock D, were executed on 13th 
March 1941. 

The poet was Jan Campert 
(1902-1943), an anti-Nazi writer who 
h i m s e l f  w o u l d d i e a t t h e 
Neuengamme concentration camp. 
He was quite prolific but is best 
known for the poem De Achttien 
Doden, The Eighteen Dead. The 
group consisted of  15 Geuzen, that 
is, resistance fighters, and three 
strikers. In translation the first eight 
lines read: 

A cell is but six feet long 
and barely six feet wide 

yet smaller is the patch of  
ground 

that I do not yet know 
where I shall nameless come to 

rest 
with comrades one and all 
eighteen we are in number 

none shall see the evening fall. 
The poem has acquired its 

own poignant aura in Holland and 
is regularly recited at memorial events. It can be said that the 18 victims continue to outlive their murderers whose 
names have dissolved into the mists of  history long ago. In the long run the pen remains mightier than the sword. 

Sources 
Taselaar, Drs. René E. Het ‘Oranjehotel’ in Scheveningen tijdens W.O.II, article De Postzak nr. 198, Po&Po, July 2004, and Nogmaals: het 
’Oranjehotel’ in Scheveningen tijdens W.O.II, article De Postzak nr. 208, Po&Po, May 2010. 
van Beveren, Julian. A Snotty’s Letters. Private publication translated from his father Frans van Beveren’s account.  
Van Doorn, Drs. W.J. Nederlandse Oorlogspost rondom de Tweede Wereldoorlog, deel 1, Po&Po, 1978. 
Various websites and books related to World War II. 
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Figure 16. Red Cross letter which let Frans’ family in Holland know in 
code that "kleine Jan" (little John) had visited. It was a reference to Van 

Beveren’s second name Johan; he was in fact 6 feet 4 inches. 
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First published in the LONDON PHILATELIST, December 2013, and reproduced with the approval of the author Julian van Beveren 
whose generosity is very gratefully acknowledged. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Figure 17. "The Eighteen Dead!' 
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G M Smith, Indian Curiosities 

Indian Air Mail Curiosities 

Gilbert M Smith 

1. Rocket Mail 

“Rocket Mail”. The world’s first “Rocket Train” shown on the stamp had different compart-
ments the first parcel van had in it one bottle of  whisky, 100 post cards, this card in that com-
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ROCKET TRAIN. No.1

1st PARCEL VAN,
One bottle of Long John Whisky 
100 postcards 

2nd PASSENGER SALOON,
Mr. & Mrs. Mounsie. 
One bottle Denis Mounie Brandy 

3rd DINING CAR
One bottle Long John Whisky 
 Two packets of Tea     
 One       "        "  Cheese     
 One        "       "  Sugar     

4th MAIL VAN,
 200 postcards     
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partment, 2nd Passenger saloon was Mr.Mrs Mouse & bottle of  brandy, 3rd Dining car bottle 
whisky,2 pkt tea, cheese and sugar, 4th Mail van 200 post cards. Postmarked 22nd September 
1937 at Park Street Office Calcutta. Signed by the Indian Rocket pioneer Stephen H. Smith. 

2. Pigeongram Mail 

 

The Cover Front. Posted in Park Street, Calcutta on 14th October 1940. 

 The back side of  the cover. The message                                                                                                           

This is a “Pigeongram” the missive that was carried on the first test flight from Burdwan, West Ben-
gal to Calcutta by a pigeon named Victor, when the pigeon came into land at Calcutta the missive was 
put into the envelope and posted on in the normal way, There were only 215 of  these flown on this 
test the reverse is signed by Stephen H. Smith who was (secretary of  the Indian Air Mail Society) on 
14th October 1940. It took only 3 hours to fly 132 miles on a first flight. 

Material kindly submitted by Gilbert Smith, a recent recruit to membership of  British 
Air Mail Society, a contribution much appreciated. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 
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Clark R, England – Australia route in early to mid June 1940 

England – Australia route in early to mid June 1940  

Robert Clark 

In  a follow-up to my article on "African Repositioning Flights", John Crowe describes some interesting covers in 
his collection from the England-Australia route that were flown in June 19401. As well as showing some further 
covers, this article discusses John’s covers as, unfortunately, there is a lot of  erroneous information in the pub-
lished literature about BOAC flights in mid June 1940. We need to return to primary sources to determine what 
actually happened; the two principal primary sources being the Overseas Mail Branch (OMB) reports2 and the 
BOAC Aircraft Movement Charts3. 

He shows a cover flown on the last through flight SW 245 that left Sydney on 29th May and arrived in Poole 
on 9th June. Another cover, postmarked in Sydney on 28th May is shown in Figure 1. It was redirected in Aldershot 
on 10th June confirming that it was flown on SW 245. 

   
In describing a cover from Australia that may have been flown on SW 246, he quotes Aitink and Hovenkamp 

(A & H)4 who show the service arriving in Alexandria on 9th June and flying to Athens on 10th June. In general 
that is an excellent book, but they tend to show scheduled dates rather than the actual dates shown in the BOAC Air-
craft Movement Charts. A & H show SW 246 as being overnight in Bangkok on 5th – 6th June and Calcutta on 6th 
– 7th while the Movement Charts show it being overnight in Penang on 5th – 6th, Rangoon on 6th – 7th and Cal-
cutta on 7th – 8th.  It was subsequently one day late for the rest of  the journey and so did not arrive in Alexandria 
until the 10th with no subsequent trip to Athens. For SW 247, the Movement Charts show that the flight was 
delayed in Darwin due to mechanical trouble and terminated in Karachi on the 12th rather than the 11th as shown 
in A & H. 

I previously showed covers flown from Australia to Britain on SW 247 and SW 2495. After being terminated 
in Karachi, mail from SW 247 was sent on by sea while mail for Britain on SW 249 was offloaded in Darwin be-
fore being flown south to Melbourne and then sent on by sea. Both covers were redirected on arrival in Britain, 
the first on 10th August and the second on 8th August which is more than two weeks after the arrival in Britain of  
the first Horseshoe mail from Australia. 

John Crowe then describes the last through service to Australia, SE 254, that left Poole on 9th June and ar-
rived in Sydney on 20th June and how it ‘touched down at Rome on 10th June, the day Italy declared war’. Al-

Figure 1.

!                                                                                                                                                                              13



February 2015                                 Air Mail News                                                                      Vol 56. No 228

though stops at Rome and Brindisi on the 10th are shown in A & H, the Movement Charts show that SE 254 
avoided Italy and on 10th June flew from Ajaccio (Corsica) to Corfu via Bizerta (Tunisia) and Malta before pro-
ceeding to Athens, Alexandria and Tiberias on the 11th. The original and diverted routes are shown in Figure 2. 
The last BOAC flight that landed in Italy was the African service DS 278 on 9th June. The entry of  Italy to WW2 
was expected and so the last two BOAC employees at Brindisi presumably left on DS 278. 

Figure 3 shows a double rated registered air mail cover postmarked in London on 7th June and addressed to 
the Governor of  the Reserve Bank of  New Zealand. It would be flown on SE 254 and subsequently connect with 
the Sydney – Auckland TEAL service on 25th June. 

        

  
John Crowe also shows two Francis Field covers postmarked  in Birmingham on 14th June (one addressed to New 
Zealand, where it was backstamped on 16th July, and one to Australia) and suggests that they were sent on the 1st 
Horseshoe dispatch. That is a widely held view in the published literature, but Bill Legg demonstrated that was not 
the case in an article in which he showed similar Francis Field covers6. Bill Legg reproduced the OMB Reports 40 
and 41 for the weeks ending 15th and 22nd June which inform us that there were dispatches to Australia and New 
Zealand via the trans-Atlantic air service to the USA (with onward transmission to New Zealand and Australia by 
sea) on 15th and 18th June, a dispatch to Australia by surface on 17th June and a dispatch:  

“by surface route to South Africa on the 19th of  June for onward conveyance by a service by air from Durban 
via Egypt to Sydney which had been established at short notice.” 

That is, of  course, the service that later became known as the Horseshoe Route. 
Bill Legg’s article also reproduces a letter from BOAC to the GPO on 28th August 1940 giving details of  the 

first six services and the connecting flying boat at Durban. It shows the dispatch of  19th June connected with ser-
vice NE 4 at Durban on 10th July and that service did not arrive in Sydney until 24th July3. As the Francis Field 
cover to New Zealand is backstamped at Carterton, New Zealand on 16th July, it cannot have been sent on the 
first Horseshoe dispatch. The Francis Field cover to Australia has a handstamp showing a map of  the Horseshoe 
Route, but that was added later. 

OMB report 40 states that air mail dispatched via the USA (on 15th June) would arrive in Auckland on the S.S. 
Monterey on 12th July and in Sydney on the 15th July. (Contemporary New Zealand newspapers actually show that it 
was one day late in each case.) The dates therefore correspond to the Francis Field cover to New Zealand being 
sent via the USA.  

Figure 2.
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OMB 42 for the week ending 29th June reported that mails dispatched by the UK – Lisbon flight of  15th 

June were flown Lisbon – New York on 19th – 20th June while mails on the 18th June dispatch were flown by the 
UK – Lisbon flight of  19th June and flown Lisbon – New York on 21st – 22nd June2.  Both these services therefore 
arrived in the USA in time to be sent on the ‘S.S. Monterey’ which was due to leave San Francisco on 25th June. 
The flight to Lisbon on 15th June was the fourth and last of  the regular Heston – Bordeaux – Lisbon service by 
DH 91 Albatross landplanes while the dispatch of  18th June was flown Poole – Lisbon on 19th June by flying boat3. 

  
Figure 4 shows an airmail postcard to Sydney postmarked in the UK on 11th June that has 17/7/40 in ma-

nuscript on the front which I assume refers to its delivery in Australia. That is before the arrival in Australia of  the 

Figure 3.

Figure 4.

!                                                                                                                                                                              15



February 2015                                 Air Mail News                                                                      Vol 56. No 228

first Horseshoe service and the day after the arrival in Sydney of  the SS Monterey. It was therefore also flown via 
the USA. 

As the capacity of  the Horseshoe Route was limited, some air mail to New Zealand at the 1s 3d rate contin-
ued to be sent via the trans-Atlantic air service until the middle of  August when the Durban – Auckland air ser-
vice became twice a week and so there was no longer a need for an alternative. It is not usually possible to determ-
ine when a July or August cover was sent via the USA, but one postmarked in the UK on 20th July that was redir-
ected in Wellington on 27th August before the arrival of  the corresponding Horseshoe service has been de-
scribed7.  

References 
1. Follow-up to Robert Clark’s Article in AMN August 2014, J. Crowe, Air Mail News, Vol. 57, no 227, pp 8-10, 

November 2014.  
2. Overseas Mails Branch Weekly Reports Nos. 17-68, 1940, POST 56/76, Royal Mail Archive. 
3. BOAC aircraft movement charts, British Airways Archive and Museum, Heathrow. 
4. Bridging the Continents in Wartime: Important Airmail Routes 1939-45, H.E. Aitink & E. Hovenkamp, Pub. SLTW, 

Enschede, 2005. 
5. Alternatives to the Horseshoe Route in June and July 1940, R. Clark, The Kiwi, Vol. 58, pp. 42-47, March 2009. 
6. Aspects of  the Horseshoe Route, W. H. Legg, Air Mail News, Vol. 45, No. 177, pp. 44–53, May 2002. 
7 Not the Horseshoe Route, R. Clark, The Kiwi, Vol. 62, pp. 106-107, September 2013. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Post WWII Routes from USA to China 

In the short article ‘Four Covers A Career’, published in November’s issue of  Air Mail News I concluded 
with the query: 

There remains one unknown to this story, namely the route and carrier the covers in Figures 5 
and 6 followed. 

This was picked up by John Wilson who forwarded a copy of  the article to a colleague Bob Wilcsek a mem-
ber of  the American Air Mail Society (AAMS), who professed little knowledge on this topic, and forwarded it on 
to a fellow AAMS member, Jonathan L Johnson, whose response was most rewarding. I attach it in full: 

Hi: 
PAA was authorized to fly UNRRA flights, CONUS-China, first flight departed San Francisco 
on 24 Mar 1946.   This was to be weekly service.   What PAA carried I don't know but I would 
believe some mail was authorized.  I say this because at a later date and prior to either FAM 14 
or 28 service to China and Japan PAA was authorized under temporary exemption an opera-
tional stop at Okinawa.  This was at the request of  the US military.  Somewhere I have the CAB 
dockets on this, will attempt to locate. 
Regards and HAPPY HOLIDAYS. 
 John                                                       

I am most grateful to John, Bob and Jonathan for their trouble in providing an answer to my query. Email 
certainly shrinks boundaries, and spreads information rapidly. 

John C Symons 
❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 
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Faers C, Early German Airpost 
Early German Airpost 

1912 Nationale Flugspende, Frankfurt 

Colin Faers 

Luftpostkarte (lit trans: airmail card). Carried aboard airship Victoria Luise.I 

Flugpostkarte  (lit trans: flight post card). Carried aboard the Euler ‘doppeldecker’ biplane 
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1912 Nationale Flugspende, Frankfurt. 

The National Flugspende was a national fund-raising scheme by the government focussed on the development of  
the German aircraft industry. As part of  their fund raising efforts for the Flugspende, a series of  flights were 
arranged between the neighbouring cities of  Frankfurt and Wiesbaden by the local fund raising committee. Special 
airmail cards which were inscribed Zum Besten der National Flugspende (lit trans: The best of  National flight 
donation) were produced for these flights which took place between 15th October and 7th November 1912. 

The first special flight card (Michel SFP1) depicted the airship Viktoria Luise over Frankfurt and had a 50pf  
imprinted stamp at top left. The second card (SFP2 ) featured a “doppeldecker” (biplane) airplane over the Rhein-
gau and has a 1 Mark imprinted stamp at top left. Both cards also had a 5pf  green Germania imprinted stamp at 
top right which was the postcard rate. Cards were produced by the State Printing Works. 

Aeroplane cards were to be carried by an Euler airplane and the airship cards by the Viktoria Luise, which 
had been named after the only daughter of  Kaiser Wilhelm 

Special oval hand stamps inscribed with the names of  the two cities and central LUFTPOST over the date 
were produced for the flights. The cancellers were used only to cancel the official Germania stamps. 

Both cards are shown above. The airship card flown Wiesbaden — Frankfurt 15.10.1912 and addressed to 
Marburg a/d Lahn and the “doppeldecker" card flown Wiesbaden — Frankfurt 21.10 1912 and addressed to Köln 
(Cologne). 

References 

N.Smart (1988), From Lilienthal to Lufthansa 
Nationalflugspende<http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalflugspende> 11th December 2014 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈ 

Wilson J, UK to Cairo and back via the Mediterranean? 
UK to Cairo and back via the Mediterranean? 

An open question. 

John Wilson 

This all began with a question from Peter Wingent about a September 1942 cover (Figure 1, see cover 
pages) from Lebanon to England with an interesting endorsement “Via Palestine and Portugal” and a 
seemingly high franking of  235 Piastres. This compares to Picirilli’s rate1 of  60 Piastres (15P basic + 45P 
air fee), but this for a route stated to be via the “Horseshoe” to Durban and then to UK by sea. 

Peter’s query came about because I was trying to establish a postal rate for covers carried from Le-
banon to the UK via the “Double Atlantic” route from West Africa to America and back to UK from 
New York, and for which there was no recorded rate. A 1942 cover of  my own( Figures 2 and 3), fortu-
nately registered and carrying transit markings finally solved the rate riddle. 

A simple simultaneous equation shows that the “Double Atlantic” air fee was 110 Piastres and the 
franking on Peter’s cover was 15 Piastres “foreign basic” plus a double air surcharge of  220 Piastres, 
making 235 Piastres. My own cover carried 15 Piastres foreign basic plus 15 Piastres registration plus the 
110 Piastre air surcharge, making a total of  140 Piastres. All’s well that ends well? 

Not entirely, because a further cover (Figure 4) sent in December 1942 from Lebanon to Switzerland, 
also endorsed “Via Palestine – Portugal” travelled the “Double Atlantic” route via New York and Ber-
muda as proved by the censor labels. The cover franking confirms the postage rate as 15P + 110P = 125 
Piastres, but is the route endorsement misleading? On this cover the endorsement adds “Par Avion Dir-
ect” which to me means an all-air route to Portugal which could only (surely?) involve a flight along the 
Mediterranean and not one that went via West Africa and the United States. 
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Was there such a service? The CAA Report2 Appendix B tells us that in 1942, after a disastrous trial in 
which the aircraft was lost, a service began on the 14th of  July using Liberator aircraft flying from Lyne-
ham via Gibraltar to Cairo, and that: 

Lyneham-Gibraltar-Cairo: 14th July – 10th December, 24 return flights were made with Consolidated 
"Liberator" landplanes. On 10th December, operations ceased. Operational control was in the hands 
of the Royal Air Force Ferry Command.

In the same report2 Chapter II we read for 1943 the following: 
The British Overseas Airways Corporation landplane service between the United Kingdom and 
Cairo, which operated intermittently during 1942 and terminated on 10th December was resumed 
on 27th February, 1943 when two Liberator IIIs were transferred from the United Kingdom – West 
Africa service. The route followed was United Kingdom – Lisbon – Gibraltar – Algiers – Cairo. From 
8th June, Castel Benito (Tripoli) was substituted for Algiers. Towards the end of October the number 
of Liberator IIIs available for the service had been increased to four, and an irregular service aver-
aging once a week was maintained throughout the rest of the year. This was only an interim ar-
rangement, since the Liberator IIIs were earmarked for an eventual service United Kingdom – Rus-
sia service via Cairo and Teheran.

That last sentence is intriguing, and I may return to it in a future article, but for the moment, and 
from the actual records both in the CAA Report and in the BOAC movement charts3 it is certain that 
there was indeed a flight route along the Mediterranean between the United Kingdom and Cairo. I 
would hazard a suggestion that the endorsements on the Lebanon covers mean that at least the Lebanese 
postal offices were under the impression that a direct service existed between the Middle East and Por-
tugal. The question is whether or not these flights carried any civilian mail? I have not found any evid-
ence but hope that putting the question to members of  the British Air Mail Society may bring something 
to light. 

In the meantime, and just to add to the discussion here is a cover (Figures 5 and 6) sent from Gibral-
tar to South Africa that must have travelled on a Liberator because there is no other way it could have 
made the journey in the time shown by the cancellations. However, it is not a civilian airmail cover and is 
wildly philatelic in nature as shown by the 5/- franking in addition to the forces rate of  6d + 3d registra-
tion. 

The only way this cover, examined by the censors in Gibraltar prior to departure, could have been 
carried was by RAF Liberator, registered AM-911 leaving Lyneham 13th December 1942, Gibraltar 13th 
December, Cairo 14th December (Note the transit Egypt censor mark). Then by BOAC Horseshoe ser-
vice on flight 2E249 leaving Cairo on 16 December, arriving Vaalbank, situated to the north east of  Pre-
toria, on 18 December. or flight 2E250 arriving Vaalbank on 22rd December. From Vaalbank to Benoni 
(Johannesburg) the cover was forwarded overland, arriving Benoni 23rd December 1942. 

Does anyone in the readership have anything to add? I can understand that the RAF service ending in 
December 1942 may have only carried military or government mail, but does anyone have anything that 
could have been carried after resumption of  service by BOAC in February 1943? 

Over to you. 
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There’s a Letter awaiting your Arrival 

John C Symons 

  

A number of  you may well have already seen this cover, which I recently purchased on eBay. It attracted my atten-
tion by reason of  the franking and destination. It was described as originating in ‘Hurley Wood West, Herts’. Un-
able to identify anywhere of  this name, I examined high resolution scans of  the two postmarks on the cover’s 
front, and following manipulation in Adobe Photoshop Elements, revealed the place of  posting as Chorleywood. 
The postmark actually reads: 

CHORLEYWOOD WEST ◼ WATFORD, HERTS◼ 7—PM 18 MAY 35 

  

The Letter Air Mails to European countries as published by the General Post Office (GPO) in April 1935 
reads:  

Rates of  Postage: Letters —First ounce 4d., each additional ounce 3d., postcards 2½d. 
There were no other services applicable to European air mail that attracted a charge of  ½d, and so it must be 

assumed this is an overpayment, the sender lacking both ½d and 1½d postage stamps. 
From Chorleywood, the cover would have been taken by road to Watford for sorting, and then probably on-

wards by rail to London, where following further sorting in the GPO’s Foreign Section would been passed to Im-
perial Airways offices in Hudson’s Place, Wilton Road, Victoria for carriage by air to Paris. An examination of  Im-
perial Airways timetable for this period would suggest that if  it had been sorted in Paris by 17.00hrs on 19th May, 
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it may well have departed from Croydon at 12.30hrs, arriving at le Bourget, the airport for Paris at 14.45hrs. If  it 
had been carried on either of  the two earlier flights the cover would most likely have been forwarded to Toulon 
the same day. As it was it did not arrive in Toulon until 21st May, having been sorted by 08.00hrs. I have not been 
able to determine the means of  carriage. Two possibilities; firstly by air the only likely destination was Marseilles, 
but if  it had been carried on an Air France flight then I would have expected it to receive a transit postmark, the 
only other option was by rail. I was unable to determine the existence at this date of  any domestic air service to 
Toulon, so I assume it travelled by rail to Toulon, which would tend to be in agreement with the times of  arrival in 
Paris and that in Toulon. 

  

  
At this point interest transfers to the address of  the recipient, which reads and translates as: 

 Dr C F Fothergill, Dr C F Fothergill                                                                           
 Voyageur sur le bateau de Cie Fraissenet Passenger on the boat of  the Fraissenet Company                                                   
  Ile Rousse à Toulon Ile Rousse to Toulon                                                                                     
 Toulon arr Mai 22 Arriving Toulon 22nd May                                                                                           
 Toulon Toulon                                                                                                                   
 France France                                                                                                                       

S. (s’ il) V. (vous) P. (plaît) Please                                             
Envoyez sur Send to                                                                  
le bateau à Toulon The boat in Toulon                                                          

Cie Fraissenet was a prominent French shipping company operating in the Mediterranean. Its vessels sailed  
from French ports to North Africa and Corsica. This unnamed Fraissenet vessel was en route from L’Íle Rousse, a 
port on the northern tip of  Corsica to Toulon, expected to arrive on 22nd May, and the sender was anticipating 
that either the Fraissenent port representative or the French postal authorities would deliver the cover to Dr 
Fothergill following the vessel’s arrival. That delivery was successful seems highly probable, as there is no evidence 
of  redirection or return, 
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The Paris slogan translates: Save time reply 
by air. The Toulon slogan is indecipherable.
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Beveren J van,The Do – X Surprints of Surinam 

The Do – X Surprints of Surinam 

Julian van Beveren 

Postage stamp News 

An official from the Dutch Association of  the Post Stamp Dealers requests that the following be made known: 
As already notified the Do–X flying boat is also to visit our colony in Surinam at Paramaribo 
before flying on to the United States. 
Without the prior knowledge of  the governor of  the colony, at which time he was absent, some 
had expressed interest in issuing a special airmail series. In this regard it was decided to use the 
Surinam airmail stamps, on which are printed, Vlucht D.o.X. 1931, on the series of  seven val-
ues, with a nominal cost of  fl.3.95. 
The surprints comprised of  and fixed at some 50 pieces, of  which only a small amount were to 
be used for franking.  
In an effort to clear the air on all the unnecessary fuss in the news over this issue, which are still 
available through some dealers to collectors, (who are sure to obtain them or to hang on to 
them and likely to sell them on for about fl.25 per series), the Dutch Association of  Post Stamp 
Dealers are determined to boycott this semi official issue, as they have no real value. Collectors 
would therefore be wise to keep their money in their pockets, or at least until the genuineness 
of  them has been established and that their cost is found to be proportional. 

Extract issued by the Dutch press 13th September 1931 on the Surinam Do–X surprints. 

  
The flying boat at her resting place at Paramaribo in Surinam. 
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The Do – X stamps of Surinam. 

In our morning newspaper yesterday, 13th September 1931 was the following article: 
An official of  the Dutch Association of  the Postage Stamp Dealers requests, etc. etc. 
Though from those of  us here in Surinam, we believe this viewpoint to be unjust, and have 
received the following: 
The issue and selling of  these stamps were established thus. By the government decree of  the 
23rd July 1931, Government Paper No. 56 regularized the issue of  special postage stamps to 
frank the airmails to be sent with the Do–X flying boat. 
The postage stamps were supplied in the following amounts by the printers and received the 
surprint, Vlucht D.o.X. 1931, to wit: 10c – 15,000; 15c – 20,000; 20c 15,000; 40c 20,000; 60c 
– 10,000; fl.1 – 10,000; fl1.50 – 15,000. 
The visit of  the flying boat as originally advised to us was for Sunday the 26th July and its con-
tinued journey on Monday the 27th. The sale of  the postage stamps took place on 25th and 
26th July. On Saturday the departure date from Paramaribo was advised again and confirmed. 
On receiving further advices that the arrival of  the flying boat would now be 9th August the 
sale of  stamps were rearranged for Saturday the 8th, Sunday 9th and Monday 10th August. The 
sales took place on the Saturday and extended on Sunday morning from 8am. A quarter of  an 
hour later official information was received that due to mechanical trouble with the engines 
the departure from Paramaribo would be delayed, when the sale of  the stamps were  immedi-
ately stopped. Up to that moment the sales had been as follows:– 10 c – 4758; 15 c – 4664; 20 
c – 1648; 40 c – 4253; 60 c – 3922; fl.1 – 3854; fl.1.50 – 3851. 
 On information received, Tuesday 18th August at 9 a.m. was now the expected arrival at 
Paramaribo and to continue on her journey on the 19th at 8.30 a.m.  Sale of  the stamps were 
once again opened at 10 a.m.  until 6 p.m. and continued the following morning from 7 a.m. 
until 8.30 a.m. With these additional sales the total amount now sold were, 5272, 5193, 5172, 
4736, 4278, 4206 and 4200, respectively. 
Our spokesman established therefore that there was no reason why these issues qualify as an 
unnecessary novelty, moreover that the members of  the Association of  Postage Stamp Deal-
ers were quite aware of  these issues from their telegraphic correspondence and asking for 
these postage stamps to be sent to them. He had also sighted a telegram in which an order had 
been placed for around 1000 examples had been asked for. However, the request had come in 
too late. 
The resolution for this issue had been called for by Governor Rutgers and made known at the 
time of  his absence through his authorised deputy. 

The above copy comes from the publication, "POSTZEGELNIEWS" in Surinam and at the time 
gives some further interesting insight into the issue. 

❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈❈

!                                                                                                                                                                              23



Figure 3   

 

Figure 4 

           

UK to Cairo and back via the Mediterranean? (cont)
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Figure 6

UK to Cairo and back via the Mediterranean? (cont)




